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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends,

Thank You!  As the “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society
(DDWS) board president, I am once again humbled
by the dedication and support of all who showed
love for the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife
Refuge and the DDWS during our most recent fiscal
year of October 1, 2021, to September 30, 2022.

When I accepted the position of board president, I
did not know that during the majority of my term I
would be using Zoom, attending virtual gatherings,
continuing to deal with COVID-19, and then ending
the fiscal year with Hurricane Ian, which directly hit
the islands and Refuge.  

After this year’s annual meeting, I move into the role
of Immediate Past President. This is my last Annual
Report letter, and I want to properly communicate
how strong and resilient the DDWS, the Refuge, and
the islands of Sanibel and Captiva are. As we begin
the 2022-2023 fiscal year with the impact of a
Category 4 hurricane, we have all felt the strength
rise from within us all. Events we would never have
imagined happened to us. And what did we do? We
continued on. I am proud of my service to the “Ding”
Darling Wildlife Society and look forward to joining
with all of you again as its Immediate Past President.  

While the last fiscal year’s issues revolved primarily
around COVID-19 and pivoting the way everyone
looked at programs, events, and in-person
gatherings, the one main message that was
highlighted through this year was the importance of
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 wild spaces like the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge. No matter what, “Ding” Darling is our
home. It is not only a safe place for wildlife, but it is also a place of belonging for every one of us.

This annual report celebrates what philanthropy made possible in 2021-2022, and it is heartwarming to
see the continued outpouring of support for the jewel of our island. Thank you to everyone for your gifts,
large and small.  These gifts made amazing things possible for the Refuge, the wildlife, our community on
and off the island, and visitors from around the world. Our conservation partnerships with the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service and other nonprofit organizations are strong; they continue to enhance and strengthen
the work we do every day. 

The philanthropic support we receive from foundations, businesses, corporations, and 



We continued our work within our off-island
communities to bring the Refuge and
conservation messaging to underserved schools
and neighborhoods. Through the WoW (Wildlife
on Wheels), we expanded our outreach efforts
thanks to our partnership with the Lee County
School District. This year, we educated more
than 11,000 students and families.
The DDWS hired the Suzanne Dubuc Urban
Outreach Coordinator (Maria Santiago) to
continue her work in expanding community
partnerships with “Ding” Darling. Her work shows
how conservation and community needs are
intersectional, and how we can all work together
in building a stronger community.

individuals made it possible to accomplish our
mission-critical work. There are so many things to
celebrate, only some of which I’ve listed below: 
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We saw 6 new permanent endowments established (See Page 7 to read the names) that supported an  
array of areas from biology and interns to volunteers and community outreach. These endowments
have been instrumental in allowing the DDWS to plan for the future, knowing how much we have in
permanent endowments and working off the investments.   
The DDWS and Lee County School District worked effectively together this year in bringing school kids
by bus to the Refuge for onsite field trips -- something that could not happen the year prior due to the
pandemic.  While COVID-19 protocols were still in place, these field trips were invaluable to instill the
love of nature and passion for protecting our wild spaces in our young generation. This partnership
continues into this fiscal year with amazing impacts. It truly shows the power of partnership and
collaboration.  
Safe, in-person events proved a long-awaited success after the previous year of virtual and cancelled
gatherings. The DDWS’ annual fundraiser, Go Wild for “Ding,” paid homage to DDWS’ 40th anniversary
with the Year of the Anhinga theme. The DDWS brought back Project Refuge: A Couture Fashion
Show Using Trash as a special event. More than 20 artists created outfits of recycled materials that
then went on display at the Visitor Center and in a special exhibition at Shell Point Retirement
Community’s Tribby Arts Center in Fort Myers.
The Society paid for and supported 12 interns this last fiscal year to help the Refuge accomplish its
conservation goals. This included two fluent Spanish-speaking interns as part of the WoW educational
outreach program.
The Nature Store 2 on Periwinkle had another successful year.  This store reaches a different group of
island visitors who do not typically make it up the island to visit the Refuge. 100% of the profits from all
three stores (Refuge Flagship Location, ShopDingDarling.com, and Nature Store 2) goes to support
the conservation work at the Refuge.
We continued to support the Refuge with community outreach and environmental education. DDWS
paid for costs associated with the design and printing of maps, informational brochures, interpretive
materials, and educational supplies. 
As the tenure of our second Artist in Residence, Rachel Pierce, came to a close, we welcomed our
third Artist in Residence, Miami artist Jacqui Roch. Jacqueline led a number of art 

      programs at the Refuge, around the island, and at multiple local schools and
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Land acquisition efforts continued with the successful purchase of 8.5 acres on Sanibel. This  unique
property is adjacent to the Refuge and contains a large lake, which feeds directly into Tarpon 

This year, the Refuge and DDWS broke ground on the latest Refuge educational facility, The Roost. The
Roost will welcome visitors to an outdoor flex space for a broad spectrum of educational purposes.
Partial construction was destroyed by Hurricane Ian, but we will be starting the rebuilding process
shortly.  

      effective in getting attention. 

      Bay.

The DDWS board also met to fine tune the short- and long-term goals within our strategic plan.  Despite
the hurricane, we stand firm in our goals to support the Refuge and the flora and fauna that call it home. 
 Days before the end of the 2021-2022 fiscal year we were subjected to a direct hit by Hurricane Ian.
Many of us watched our worlds crumble in front of us, and we were left to pick up the pieces. I have to
once again pay tribute to the entire Refuge team, the DDWS team, our volunteers, our donors, and the
entire island communities of Sanibel and Captiva. I have never seen a community come together so
quickly and so intentionally. The partnerships and collaborations have been, and continue to be, inspiring.
There is no doubt in my mind that this island and Refuge will bounce back.

Protect, Educate, Inspire. . . aspirations the board of the DDWS takes very seriously. There is a lot of work
ahead of us. We are confident in the work that will be accomplished both island-wide and within the
Refuge. We are building a new future where people and nature both continue to flourish.  THANK YOU for
joining and inspiring us to continue working for our wildlife and the Refuge.

With a grateful heart,

Sarah Ashton, President
“Ding” Darling Wildlife Society
#SanCapStrong #DingStrong

We brought renowned speakers for our lecture
series and supported a small virtual film series.
Our Tarpon Tournament celebrated its 10th year
of fishing. In those 10 years, more than $1 million
has been raised to support the conservation and
water quality work at the Refuge.  Thanks to Doc
Ford’s Rum Bar and Grille and all the sponsors for
making it the best conservation tournament in
the area. 
We continued to fund a Biological Technician for
the Refuge to help with wildlife and water quality
work and research. 
We continue our strong relationships with our
conservation partners to advocate for the water
quality that impacts the Refuge so greatly.  We 

      community centers. It proved to be another  
      successful year of programming. 

      are gratified to say that these efforts have beenPhoto by Jen Lo Dico
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J.N. "DING" DARLING NWR COMPLEX
The J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge is
managed as part of the J.N. “Ding” Darling National
Wildlife Refuge Complex. A National Wildlife Refuge
Complex is an administrative grouping of two or
more refuges, wildlife management areas, or other
refuge conservation areas managed from a central
office. The J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife
Refuge Complex also includes the Panther National
Wildlife Refuge, 10,000 Islands National Wildlife
Refuge, Caloosahatchee National Wildlife Refuge,
Matlacha Pass National Wildlife Refuge, Pine Island
National Wildlife Refuge, and Island Bay National
Wildlife Refuge. These lands are primarily mangrove
islands, many of which are nesting and roosting
areas for wading birds and other water birds. The
entire complex includes approximately 8,000 acres. 

2021-2022 REVENUE & EXPENDITURES
Government funding does not cover all that is
necessary to manage a refuge the size of the
J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge
Complex. As a result, wildlife refuges depend
on “Friends” groups such as the “Ding” Darling
Wildlife Society (DDWS) to fill in the gaps,
providing financial and volunteer support. In
2021-2022, total philanthropic support and
other income sources to the “Ding” Darling
Wildlife Society totaled $5,067,310.

A total of 78% of DDWS expenditures went
directly to helping the J.N. "Ding" Darling
National Wildlife Refuge Complex in the areas
of conservation, wildlife protection, research,
education, and land acquisition and restoration.
Refuge support also includes items such as
exhibits, solar panels, student busing,
equipment, interpretive signage, walkways,
construction projects, internships, and water,
wildlife, and biology research.

REVENUE

EXPENDITURES



PROTECT
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WILDLIFE RESEARCH

LAND ACQUISITION & 
RESTORATION
After more than six years in the making, the “Ding”
Darling Wildlife Society closed on an 8.5-acre land
addition to the Refuge on January 21, 2022. 

This unique property is adjacent to protected Refuge
acreage. 6 of 8.5-acres are a sensitive lake which
runs directly into the Tarpon Bay Estuary. The estuary
is key habitat for a number of different marine, bird,
and land species. From Red Tide, to blue/green
algae, to a number of other threats to our water
quality, the DDWS and Refuge it supports, work to
protect and preserve what remaining land is
available to help in this fight.  We are grateful that
we could protect this land with philanthropic
support. 

45/82
The 45/82 Legacy Society is made up of 
individuals like Jim and Patty Sprankle, who
designate the “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society, as a
beneficiary in their estate plans. This past year the
45/82 Society gained several new members.

Throughout the year, the DDWS supported various
research projects to benefit wildlife at the Refuge. In
the 2021-22 fiscal year, DDWS continued supporting
the salary of the USFWS Biological Technician role
currently held by Avery Renshaw.

Water Quality Research - Through philanthropic
support, the Society purchased water quality
monitoring equipment which allows the Refuge to
document changes in our waters. Water
management from Lake Okeechobee and the
Caloosahatchee River greatly impact the Refuge
complex and require monitoring to better
understand how lake releases impact water 
quality within the Refuge boundaries.
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ENDOWED FUNDS

NATURE STORE

An endowment is an investment to the mission of the conservation efforts of protecting land and wildlife at
the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge. A minimum gift of $10,000 can establish an endowment
that will leave a legacy and make future sustainability possible. Investing in establishing an endowment
shows that you are dedicated to the long-term support of the Refuge. The following is a list of current
endowed funds supporting conservation efforts at the Refuge: 

Louise Crumpacker Conservation Fund
Carolyn & Donald DeCoster Conservation Fund
Tom Edgar Volunteer Fund
Harkey Development & Communication Internship
Stephen B. Oresman Intern Project Fund
Harry and Betty Taif Conservation Fund
Sue Tray Memorial Visitor Service Internship

The Betty Bishop Education Fund
John E. Carney Education Fund
The Ann Darling & Lee Williams, Jr., Family
Education Fund
Dr. H. Randall Deming Scholarship for
Conservation & Environmental Studies

Endowed Funds Established in 2021-2022

Previously Established Endowed Funds

Dr. David A. Drachman Education Fund
Gardner Family Fund
Dr. Elizabeth “Betty” Gazda-Smith Fund 
Christine Glancy Education Fund
Margaret Godsea Conservation Fund
Harkey Family Fund
Frank & Joanne Hicks Memorial Fund
Elaine Jacobson Education Fund
Win and Marilyn Kloosterman Scholarship
Marilyn Kloosterman Education Fund
William & Helen Kronmueller Education Fund
Dr. Robert G. Meeker Conservation Fund
Dr. Louise Merrimon Perry Conservation Fund
for Girls (LMP Fund for Girls)
Polly & Doug Talbott Conservation Fund
Jane Werner Environmental Scholarship
Wild for “Ding” Conservation Fund

Nature Store: The flagship Nature Store location at
the Refuge wonderfully recuperated after closing
due to government COVID-19 regulations in 2020-
2021. 

Nature Store2: The additional storefront remained a
fun, vibrant, easily accessible shop found in the heart
of Sanibel bringing in visitors and members of the
community who don't get to the flagship store.

Shopdingdarling.com: DDWS' online sales platform,  
Shopdingdarling.com, continued to be a huge
success through 2021-2022 fiscal year. Supporters
from all over the world ordered and showed off their
"Ding" merchandise.
  
100% of Nature Store profits goes 
directly to supporting the Refuge.

https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/6228fc7d25b336d6351b70c9.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60b6327a701d73917acc172b.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60b76984701d73917acc172c.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60f957ed701d73917acc1757.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60f956d2701d73917acc1754.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60ba7758701d73917acc1730.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60bf97c6701d73917acc1733.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60f95746701d73917acc1755.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60b63240701d73917acc1729.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60b4e28a701d73917acc1727.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60f95826701d73917acc1758.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60f8b6cf701d73917acc1753.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60b631f9701d73917acc1728.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60db6d99701d73917acc173f.pdf
https://dingdarlingsociety.org/downloadable-files/60dc5308701d73917acc1741.pdf
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Artist-in-Residence
Rachel Pierce was named "Ding" Darling's second
Artist in Residence in the 2020-2021 fiscal year. As
Rachel's tenure came to a close, DDWS welcomed
"Ding" Darling's third Artist in Residence, Miami artist
Jacqui Roch. In the 2021-2022 fiscal year,

"Ding" Darling Community Connector
In October 2021, DDWS hired Maria Santiago, a Tice
Elementary School Cultural Studies Teacher who
also lives in the Tice Community, as the Suzanne
Dubuc Urban Outreach Coordinator. In this position,
Maria continues her work in expanding the
community partnerships with “Ding” Darling.

Development Officer to Associate Executive
Director
The “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society promoted Sierra
Hoisington to the position of Associate Executive
Director. She began working for DDWS in 2016 and
most recently served as Development Officer. 

Nature Store Manager to Development Impact
Officer
In December 2021, Ann-Marie Wildman, former
Nature Store Manager, transitioned into her new role
as Development Impact Officer. She started her
journey at "Ding" as a board member and became
an essential part of the team in each position. 

Nature Store Assistant Manager to Nature Store
Manager
Christopher Galloway accepted a promotion with
DDWS from Nature Store Assistant Manager to
Manager of its two physical and one online stores.
Chris started with DDWS in 2016.

Nature Store Assistant Manager to Executive
Development & Outreach Assistant
Carrie Harmon, former Nature Store Assistant
Manager, took on a new role as Executive
Development & Outreach Assistant. Carrie has been
a crucial part of the “Ding” team since 2018.

NEW AT THE "DING" DARLING WILDLIFE SOCIETY

Jacqueline led and participated in several art programs at the Refuge, around the island, 
and at community events.
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EDUCATION & OUTREACH

EDUCATE

URBAN INITIATIVE

The DDWS and the Lee County School District
worked effectively together during the 2021-2022
fiscal year in bringing school kids by bus to the
Refuge for onsite field trips -- something that could
not happen the year prior due to the pandemic.

While there were still COVID-19 protocols in place
for several months, these field trips were invaluable
to instill the love of nature and passion for
protecting our wild spaces with our young
generation. This partnership truly shows the power of
partnership and collaboration.

The summer outreach program multiplied its
conservation education programming success by 15
times the number of students reached through
traditional, on-site camp experiences in the past. A
total of 1,243 students throughout Lee and Collier
counties benefited from "Ding" efforts during the
2022 summer.

DDWS continued working within our off-island
communities to bring the Refuge and conservation
messaging to schools and communities unable to get
to the island and Refuge easily. 

Through the Wildlife on Wheels (WoW), we expanded
our outreach efforts through our partnership with Lee
County Schools School District. When not spending a
week or more at the various schools, WoW visited
local churches, community centers, 
and the Refuge for community outreach.



PAGE 10

VOLUNTEERS

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

ADVOCACY

With a 50% decrease in Refuge staff, the DDWS
continues each year in helping the Refuge with the
shortages by hiring interns to assist Visitor Services,
WoW (Wildlife on Wheels), Education, as well as in
the non-profit sector. 

In 2021-2022, DDWS supported 12 interns, at the
cost of $18,913 per intern. Three of the twelve were
underwritten by individual donors, including the
2021-2022 Birmingham Internship, Sue Tray
Memorial Visitor Service Internship, and the Harkey
Development & Communications Internship. This
opportunity allows Interns to gain invaluable skills
and knowledge while working at the Refuge. 

The internship program provides opportunities for
recent college graduates to learn hands-on about
the environment and Refuge operations, creating our
next generation of conservation stewards. 

With nearly 8,000 acres to manage in the Refuge
Complex and approximately 1 million annual visitors
from around the world, volunteers are vital to helping
the Refuge staff achieve their conservation work. In
the 2021-2022 fiscal year, "Ding" had 300+
volunteers who worked 20,000+ hours which equates
to about 9 full-time employees. Volunteers help in
many ways at “Ding;” serving as front desk
ambassadors, helping in the Refuge Nature Store,
assisting administration and maintenance staff,
running education programs, serving as rovers on
Wildlife Drive, and so much more. The DDWS supports
the volunteer program by helping to cover expenses
for this crucial initiative.  "Ding" is incredibly
fortunate to have volunteers who remained helpful
through the ups and downs of the past few years.

Our advocacy committee continues to attend meetings, coalitions, and conferences as it works to inform
the public and our elected officials on important issues. The DDWS also invests in advocacy software to
strengthen our outreach to elected officials in Washington and beyond.

Ali Reece (left) - Harkey Development & Communications Intern.
Tucker Philips (right) - Jim and Liz Birmingham Intern

To celebrate their efforts, we partnered with the Refuge to host
April No-Foolin’ Volunteer Appreciation Drive-Through along

Wildlife Drive.
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EVENTS

INSPIRE

LECTURE SERIES FILM SERIES
The 18th annual "Ding" Darling 
Lecture Series featured seven 
authors and wildlife and art experts, 
such as Richard Crossley, Holly Merker, 
Amy Urich, Doug Chadwick, David Allen Sibley,
Jack Davis, and Stan Tekiela. To follow public
health guidelines of the time, lectures were held
at the Sanibel Community House or the Sanibel
Congregational United Church of Christ. Between
600-700 people attended lectures over the
course of the series. 

Due to COVID-19 limitations and 
guidelines, DDWS moved the 10th 
annual "Ding" Darling Film Series to a 
virtual format. The season's five-part series 
explored natural topics from global warming 
to the impact of human behavior on the environment
as seen through the lens of a sea turtle. After each
film, staff led meaningful discussions on Zoom about
the important topics. This new format allowed for
interactivity and accessibility to the series 
even through the unfortunate limitations. 

Go Wild for “Ding” – The Year of the Anhinga,
Soar for 40 More: DDWS raised more than
$300,000 was raised at the 2022 Go Wild annual
fundraiser. DDWS announced the “Ding” Is Home
Fund as a new initiative to raise support for
forthcoming education, urban outreach, and new
programming.

Project Refuge: A Couture Fashion Show Using
Trash: The second-ever Project Refuge luncheon
and gala celebrated the 40th anniversary of the
"Ding" Darling Wildlife Society in March 2022.
Twenty-one glamorous upcycled fashion designs
paraded across the stage at The Community House. 

10th annual “Ding” Darling & Doc Ford’s Tarpon
Tournament: The tournament pushed historical
earnings for the decade to more than $1 million. The
10th anniversary tourney netted $260,000 from
tournament sponsorships and donations to support
conservation at the Refuge. 
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CONTESTS

SPECIAL PROJECTS & 
FUNDING
Wild Daze Ale: As part of its 40th anniversary
celebration, DDWS rolled out its exclusive, limited-
edition Wild Daze Ale on December 4, 2021. The
exclusive brew – a smooth and light-bodied golden
ale with a subtle hint of sweetness – was brewed in
partnership with Fort Myers Brewing Co. The ale was
available for a limited time at Bailey’s General Store,
Doc Ford’s Rum Bar & Grille, Sanibel Captiva Beach
Resorts, and The Timbers Restaurant & Fish Market.

The Roost: On August 6, 2022, Refuge and DDWS
representatives broke ground on the latest Refuge
educational facility. The Roost, a $1 million-plus
project, will welcome visitors to outdoor flex space
for a broad spectrum of educational purposes.
Construction on the accessible, inclusive pavilion is
underway, adjacent to the entrance ramp to the
Visitor & Education Center.

DDWS Environmental Scholarship Program: DDWS
recently awarded $33,700 in conservation education
scholarships to 14 students from the surrounding five-
county area. During its 16-year history, the DDWS
Environmental Scholarship Program has awarded a
total of $233,200 to deserving students. Eleven
donors sponsored the 14 scholarships in 2022. There
are currently three permanent endowed scholarships,
Jane Werner Endowed Scholarship, Dr. H. Randall
Deming Endowed Scholarship for Conservation &
Environmental Studies, and Win & Marilyn
Kloosterman Scholarship.

Environmental Education Grant program: This
year’s Environmental Education Grant program
created “Pocket Refuges” at eight Lee County
district schools to teach students about the
importance of pollinators and the habitat that
sustains them. Working with district Environmental
Education Resource Susan Hassett, DDWS has
distributed $1,500 to each of the schools to buy
supplies for native pollinator gardens from a menu of
native plants, bird houses, trail cameras, solar-
powered fountains, and other enhancements.
Schools submitted proposals for creating 
their gardens and maintaining them for 
two years.



PAGE 13

WELLNESS & MINDFULNESS

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

As a part of DDWS' 40th anniversary in 2022, "Ding"
Darling hosted the very first Wellness Week: Mind.
Body. Heart in February. The week consisted of a
wide array of activities, such as nature journaling,
meditation, yoga, painting, mindfulness walks, and
more. The goal of Wellness Week: Mind. Body. Heart.
was to connect individuals with the natural world to
explore the intersectionality of nature and wellness
as a whole.

To kick off Wellness Week, The Mindfulness Trail at
the Bailey Tract was unveiled. The meditative nature
experience features fives stations with QR codes
that connect hikers to podcasts with guided
meditations on nature and wellbeing. It is the first
nature mindfulness experience to debut among the
568 U.S. national wildlife refuges. The DDWS support
the Refuge efforts in creating of the Mindfulness
Program, Wellness Week, and and Mindfulness Trail.

The Wildlife on Wheels mobile classroom which
travels to and provides environmental education
within urban and underserved communities
In addition to increased accessibility, we have
added two bilingual WoW interns who facilitate
communication in outreach experiences.
Regular Martes Mamífero (Mammal Tuesday)
posts on social media
Staff, intern, and board completion of Traliant
Diversity training course
Continued adherence to DDWS's goal of diversity
and inclusion at the Refuge 
Expansion our USFWS urban initiative by
partnering with Tice Elementary and the
surrounding community 

To continue DDWS' effort to be more inclusive and
welcoming to all, DDWS has taken a number of steps
to promote a greater sense of diversity within the
"Ding" community.

Some of these actions include: 
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HURRICANE IAN UPDATE
On September 28, 2022, Hurricane Ian decimated
the region of Southwest Florida. The islands of
Sanibel and Captiva were subjected to hours of
wind, rain, and storm surge in the eye wall of the
storm. The Refuge sustained heavy damage.

There was and will continue to be a large need to
aid in the rebuilding of the Refuge. The mangroves,
wildlife, Refuge buildings, boardwalks, observation
decks, student housing, and estuaries all need our
help. The DDWS offices were located on-site and
were demolished by 5 feet of storm surge.
Unfortunately, the DDWS offices were unable to be
repaired and therefore need to be rebuilt. Luckily,
WoW (Wildlife on Wheels) mobile classroom was
moved off the island prior to the storm, thanks to a
wonderful partnership with Lee County School
District, and was spared any damage. Only 4 weeks
after the category 4 storm hit, WoW was back
teaching the next generation of conservation
stewards. 

Though it is a tough and emotional journey, there is
always hope as our community, residents, and
businesses patiently rebuild and grow stronger. As
DDWS works through the destruction and unknowns
of the future, we appreciate the outpouring of
thoughts, prayers, and love from our "Ding"
supporters, volunteers, and community.

To assist in hurricane relief efforts, DDWS
immediately focused on outreach efforts to
supporters and partners to help support the Refuge
where government funding falls short. DDWS utilized
Bonfire, a merchandise company that allows non-
profits to develop designs for various items to sell
and raise money for a cause. For our fundraiser, we
created shirts and sweatshirts. We thank everyone
who has already purchased their 
#DingStrong merchandise.

The "Ding" Darling Wildlife Society 
will continue to move forward the 
best we can and remain 
#DingStrong and #SanCapStrong.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
“Land, water and vegetation are just that
dependent on one another. Without these
three primary elements in natural balance,
we can have neither fish nor game, wild
flowers nor trees, labor nor capital, nor
sustaining habitat for humans.” 
                            - Jay Norwood Darling

Photo by Teresa Anzalone

Photo by David JeffreyPhoto by Jim Bennight
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