“Ding” Darling Wildlife Society-Friends of
the Refuge is committed to educating our
youth as conservation stewards of the
future. To that end, the Society works with
various businesses and individuals to
provide annual scholarships to local
students engaged in the study of
conservation, biology, and the environment.
The 2022 recipients are graduating high
school seniors and college and postgraduate students from the five surrounding
counties. These students have plans to
pursue a career in science with a focus on
environmental or natural resources,
environmental education, wildlife
conservation, environmental law or public
policy, and conservation nonprofit.

dingdarlingsociety.org • (239) 472-1100 ext. 4 • P.O. BOX 565, Sanibel, FL 33957

A Refuge volunteer for 25 years and a true believer in protecting our wildlife
and its habitat, Jane Werner furthered her family's interest in education with this
annual scholarship to encourage environmental studies. Before their passing,
Jane and her husband Clem funded five scholarships in their hometown of
Davenport, Iowa, since the mid 1990s, and at their alma maters -- Smith and
Northwestern respectively. She chose to establish the first permanently
endowed scholarship through the “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society with the hope
of making a direct impact on students in Southwest Florida and further their
interest in becoming our next environmental stewards. Jane passed away in
2012, and her family continues to support the Refuge and this scholarship fund.
To learn more about this endowed scholarship fund, click here.

Jax Mendelsohn graduated from
Lemon Bay High School this spring
and will be attending the University
of Florida, majoring in
Environmental Studies. Jax’s interest
in this area began with an
Advanced Placement Environmental
Science class, where many
questions were raised that required
scientific investigations to obtain an
answer. He excelled at research,
starting with an experiment related
to how microplastics disrupt the
endocrine system in Artemia. It
earned him a third place in the
regional science fair. This was
followed by testing the influence of
applying mimicry attire on wind
turbines to minimize bird activity in
the surrounding area, which won a
first place in the regional science
fair. Jax's long-term goal is to use
the scientific method to corroborate
novel technology to ease climate
tensions at home and abroad.
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Jaylynn Santacross graduated
from Lemon Bay High School and
plans to major in Microbiology &
Marine Biology at the University of
South Florida. During high school,
she was a member of the Science
National Honor Society and tutored
younger students. Jaylynn has spent
time as an aquarium guide for Mote
Marine Laboratory as well as
assisting in the aquaculture lab at
her high school. Jaylynn’s long-term
goal is to pursue a Master’s degree
to study various algae and bacteria
in the Earth’s oceans.

Grace McCoy graduated from
Palmetto Ridge High School and is
currently attending her final year at
Florida Gulf Coast University
majoring in Environmental Studies.
She has embraced her passion to
educate others about environmental
issues by participating as a campus
naturalist leading students on a
variety of field trips. Grace worked
as part of the FGCU Herpetology
Lab group with Dr. Allman to study
Gopher Tortoises at Delnor Wiggins
State Park. Her long term goal is a
career in Environmental Education.

Before retiring and moving part time to Fort Myers, Richard Bailey’s career was with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), a federal agency focused on the condition of the oceans and atmosphere. Once
he retired, he found his place as a volunteer at the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge where he always loved
to visit, finding true peace and tranquility surrounded by the beauty of wildlife and nature. Richard passed away
several years ago, and his son, Robert Bailey, established this scholarship in loving memory of his father. Many of the
long-time volunteers at the Refuge remember Richard as a loyal and committed volunteer and one who would do
anything to help. His son knew how much the Refuge and his time as a volunteer meant to his father and wanted to do
something to honor his memory and commitment to conservation. His son hopes that the recipient of the Richard L.
Bailey Environmental Scholarship will be as committed to conservation and devoted to making a difference in our
world.

Erik Courtney graduated from Charlotte High School this spring and will be studying Environmental Engineering at
Florida Gulf Coast University. Since he has already received an Associate’s Degree from Florida Southwestern State
College, he plans to obtain an undergraduate degree in three years. Erik has participated in research projects ranging
from studying Florida barrier islands & coral recovery to Greenland’s ice melt. His interests in science and engineering
resulted in four years of first prizes in the Charlotte HS science fair. As a certified scuba diver, he volunteers to help with
underwater clean-up and coral farming. Erik’s long-term goal is to obtain a Master’s degree, focus on renewable energy,
and find ways that an engineer can make a positive impact on the environment.

The Dr. Andrew and Laura Dahlem Scholarship was founded in honor of its namesakes passion and service to family,
wildlife, community, and science. For many years, Andrew and Laura have enjoyed the wildlife of Sanibel Island and the
J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge. The commitment to ecological preservation that embodies the Refuge, and
the island as a whole, played an integral role in their decision to call the island home in 2011, and “Ding” Darling is now
only a short bike ride away. The Dahlems continue to support wildlife preservation efforts so that future generations
may similarly benefit from the beauty that they now enjoy so much.
Originally from Dayton, Ohio, both Andrew and Laura graduated from the Ohio State University and pursued careers in
scientific fields. Andrew earned his Ph.D. from the University of Illinois in Toxicology, studying the effects of
cyanobacteria on the environment. Laura earned a Master’s degree in Speech Therapy from the Ohio State University
and continues to be passionate about scientific research in her field. Andrew and Laura are now long-time residents of
Indianapolis, Indiana. Andrew is an avid animal lover, particularly turtles, and has transformed his suburban yard into a
mini wildlife refuge of his own. Laura continues to be a prolific volunteer in all aspects of her community. Andrew and
Laura provide love and support for their three children as they pursue dreams of their own.

Ellen Marza Hiatt attended North Fort Myers High School and will be majoring in Environmental Science this fall with a
focus on Sustainability Studies at the University of South Florida. While growing up in south Florida, her parents instilled a
love of the natural world. In high school, Ellen found her courses stimulated her interest in conservation and environmental
studies. Her field work has included monitoring Bald Eagle nests and evaluating the effectiveness of artificial burrows for
the Burrowing Owl population in her community. Ellen hopes to fulfill her dream of improving a connection between
humans and the natural world that will lead to more sustainable practices.

The Fleischner family appreciates wildlife from their porch, surrounds themselves
with the natural beauty of the outdoors, and make regular trips to the J.N. “Ding”
Darling National Wildlife Refuge. Leslie is a part-time resident to Sanibel Island
and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She is very involved in the community and believes
strongly in supporting education. The family supports students through the
Pittsburgh Chapter of the ARCS Foundation, which provides scholarships to the
best emerging scientists at Carnegie Mellon University, The University of
Pittsburgh, and Penn State; at the middle-school Neighborhood Academy and at
local opera company programs developing stars of the future.
Leslie graduated from Carnegie Institute of Technology. She raised two boys, owned and operated a successful
needlework shop, then took up photography, including some amazing shots of Sanibel birds, shells, and
landscapes. Hans graduated from Harvard (BA) and Columbia (MBA) and spent most of his working life with the
United States Steel Corporation. Since retiring, Hans and Leslie traveled to all seven continents including the
North Pole and Leslie continues their many activities with local nonprofits. Hans passed away in 2021, but Leslie
keeps his charitable spirit alive by continuing to invest in the younger generation.

Alexandra Polk graduated from Fort Myers High
School in 2021 and is majoring in Environmental
Science and Marine Biology at the University of South
Florida in its honors program. She has had a passion
for marine life and continues to volunteer with the
Sanibel Sea School, where she has been involved with
teaching, field research, immersion experiences, and
life skills for teens. During her freshman year at USF,
she has been active in the USF Hillel Scuba
organization. In addition, Alexandra also volunteers
with the Clearwater Marine Aquarium Rescue Team.
She is excited to be participating in a Biology and
Ecology trip hosted by a USF professor to the
Galapagos Islands and Ecuador this summer. Her
long-term goal is to be involved with education,
conservation, and research to promote our marine
biomes and ecosystems.
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Courtney Dingerson graduated from Ida S. Baker High
School this spring and will be attending the University of
Florida with a major in Biology. Courtney’s summer camp
experience at the J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife
Refuge was the beginning of her love for the outdoors
and the scientific approach to understanding the wild
spaces around her. In high school, she excelled
academically, becoming president of the National Honor
Society along with being honored as the Science
Student of the Year. Courtney achieved her Girl Scout
Silver Award and has experienced Florida’s amazing
ecosystems through her years as a Girl Scout. Her career
goals will evolve as she expands her knowledge in the
coming years.

The Mary Elaine Jacobson Memorial Scholarship was established in her fond memory
by the Sanibel-Captiva Audubon Society. Elaine was a board member and the
program chairperson for San-Cap Audubon from 2003 through 2015 and planned
and coordinated its successful yearly lecture series on birds and the environment. As
a J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge volunteer for over a decade and a selftaught expert on local Florida flora, she conducted a weekly visitor plant walk and
with her husband led a weekly Refuge visitor bicycle tour. In addition, Elaine
volunteered at the SCCF (Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation) where she
organized and led its native plant-education program, Weeds & Seeds.
Elaine passed away in July of 2015 and is sorely missed by all who had the privilege of knowing her. She was
always enthusiastic about everything that interested her, and her enthusiasm was contagious. A vibrant and lively
person who enjoyed life to the fullest while being amazingly giving and loving, Elaine was curious and excited
about plants, nature, history. Many admired her passion to explore the world.

Mallory Poff graduated in the class of 2019 from Barron Collier High School in Naples and is completing her junior year
at Elon University pursuing a degree in Engineering. Mallory is one of two female honors engineers in her class. She is
conducting a two-year honors research thesis project focused on developing an efficient solar-panel design to power a
mobile cooling unit that meets agricultural standards for small farms. This school year she worked on another project to
determine the best material for a constructed floating wetland. After completion of her undergraduate engineering
degree, Mallory plans to pursue a Master's degree focused on Renewable Energy Engineering.
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This permanent annual scholarship was established in memory of Dr. H. Randall Deming
by his family. Randy graduated from Dartmouth College and the University of Vermont
School of Medicine. He practiced Radiology at the Maine Medical Center for 30 years,
which included serving as the chair of the department. After retiring in 1995, Randy and
his wife Ann divided their time between Maine and Fort Myers. A lifelong outdoors
enthusiast and avid birder, Randy loved spending time at the J.N. “Ding” Darling National
Wildlife Refuge and would initiate frequent outings to the Refuge with his children and
grandchildren. Affectionately known as “Big Daddy,” Randy was a wonderful husband,
father, grandfather, and friend. He is remembered for his crushing hugs, gentle
demeanor, big heart, and great love for his family. Because he truly appreciated and valued the importance of
education and the protection of our natural habitat, this scholarship has been established to provide an opportunity for
students interested in the conservation and preservation of our natural environment to pursue their studies.
To learn more about this endowed scholarship fund, click here.

Dara Craig graduated from Cypress Lake High School and Vanderbilt University. She is now pursuing her PhD in
Environmental Science, Studies, and Policy at the University of Oregon. Dara has extensive experiences in the U.S. and
overseas (Vanderbilt, Mote Marine Lab, Honduras, New Zealand, British Virgin Islands, Indonesia) in research and
teaching, which have influenced her educational path. Her thesis work is researching fisheries co-governance, joint
marine spatial planning, and partnerships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities. In addition, she is
finding time to mentor 19 upper-level undergraduates on ecological monitoring techniques and work for the Pacific
Northwest Tribal Climate Change Project. Dara’s long-term goal is to develop science-based, marine conservation
programs that respect both nature and culture. As she put it, “I am learning how to ensure that my research is reciprocal,
solutions-oriented, and valuable to the communities with whom I work.”
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Tarpon Bay Explorers has been supporting this scholarship program since its
inception. The official recreational concession for the J.N. “Ding” Darling
National Wildlife Refuge, Tarpon Bay Explorers offers kayak rentals and
tours, Wildlife Drive tram tours, nature boating cruises, educational Deck
Talks, and other opportunities to learn more about local wildlife and its
habitat. “Our Tarpon Bay Explorer naturalists are a team of environmental
educators. Many of these talented individuals would not have had the
opportunity to complete environmental studies or other related programs if
it weren’t for grants and scholarships from members of the business
community,” said co-owner Wendy Schnapp. “Therefore, we understand the
value of educating these young people and are glad to contribute. We are
fortunate to be able to offer these scholarships.”

Marlin Smith graduated from North Fort Myers High School and is completing his fourth year at Florida Gulf Coast
University (FGCU) studying Marine Science and Environmental Studies. He is active on campus focusing on
sustainability. In his current position as Director of Sustainability on the FGCU campus, Marlin has worked on several
projects including gLitter is litter, converting use of confetti to EcoFetti for graduation photos. He has worked with
Dr. Melissa May on studying the conditions and stressors that have caused declines in oyster populations in Estero
Bay and presenting his findings to the Benthic Ecology Meeting. Marlin is beginning work with Dr. Michael Parsons
on harmful algal blooms, particularly gambierdiscus, which produces ciguatoxins. He continues to progress in his
scientific diving skills. Marlin plans to pursue a graduate degree, become a dive safety officer, and engage in
underwater research.

The "Ding" Darling Conservation Scholarship was funded by an anonymous donor who has a
passion for environmental education.

Cody Weber graduated from Sickles High School in Tampa and is attending Florida Southwestern State College
studying Biology. Cody has taken an unusual but laudable path to follow his passion. Due to family circumstances,
he needed to put college aside to work. Cody worked his way up at Publix to the position of manager, and found
ways for his store to improve its sustainability practices. Returning to school, he was inspired by Dr. Jordan Donini
and began working as a Field Technician through FSW on the Southwest Florida Turtle Project. Cody has coauthored three poster sessions related to his field work. He is currently the VP of the Bio-Club at FSW Collier. Long
term, Cody plans to continue with post graduate work at FGCU and have a career as a wildlife biologist.
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Mike and Terry Baldwin have made Sanibel Island and Fort Myers their year-round
home for over 20 years and are avid supporters of the J.N. “Ding” Darling National
Wildlife Refuge and its friends’ group, the “Ding” Darling Wildlife Society (DDWS).
At a time when so many young people seem to be spending less and less time in
the great outdoors, they are delighted to sponsor a DDWS Scholarship for students
who are interested in studies that can help protect and foster our ecology and
environment. Terry holds an EdD from the University of Cincinnati and, since moving
to Sanibel, has become an avid wildlife photographer. She served on the DDWS
board for nine years, seven years as its secretary. She now acts as a member of its
emeritus board, chairs the annual DDWS photography contest and teaches a
wildlife photography program at the Refuge during “season”. Mike holds a Ph.D. in organic chemistry, retired as VicePresident of Technology for Millennium Chemical in 1999, acted as a safety and environmental consultant to senior
management in the energy and chemical sectors until late 2013, and is the current past DDWS President.

Mark Leone attended Canterbury and Estero High Schools and is attending Stanford University, where he is studying
Civil Engineering with a focus on Environmental Fluid Mechanics and Hydrology. Mark grew up in south Florida fishing
and exploring nature but was disappointed when red tide took away his ability to be on the water. This began his
passion to study and find solutions to marine water problems. He has worked on projects related to water quality with
researchers at Florida Gulf Coast University and Mote Marine Lab. Last semester, he worked with Dr. Block at Hopkins
Marine Station studying tuna propulsion. This semester he spent in the Pacific Ocean studying blue-water
oceanography and coral reef ecology. His long-term goal is to pursue a PhD in Ocean Engineering or Physical
Oceanography that will lead sustainable engineering projects to improve Florida’s ecosystem health and resiliency.

Marilyn and Win Kloosterman were lifelong educators – Marilyn a high school teacher
and Win a university professor. In 1986, they sold their home in Michigan and moved to
Sanibel to enjoy a lifestyle where they could be outside all year around. With passion
for the natural world, they both began volunteering at “Ding,” a pursuit that continued
for more than 20 years for Win and more than 30 for Marilyn. Both were active in the
"Ding" Darling Wildlife Society, with Marilyn serving as president of the Board of
Directors from 1995 to 1997 and later as an emeritus member of the board. Marilyn
was also heavily involved with the Scholarship Committee. Marilyn and Win loved to
travel and toured much of the world on their own and with the Lee County Friendship
Force. Every time they returned to Sanibel, they were eager to see their friends both human and avian – at "Ding." Knowing that education is key to assuring that the love of nature they instilled in
their children and grandchildren, Marilyn and Win were pleased to establish this scholarship to support students
interested in preserving the environment.
To learn more about this endowed scholarship fund, click here.

Nina Nguyen graduated from North Fort Myers High School and will be completing her degree in Environmental Studies
later this year at Florida Gulf Coast University. Nina became interested in sustainable agriculture and food waste during
her sophomore year, which is her current focus. She has been awarded President’s List Honor and presented a poster on
agriculture and urbanization impact on water quality in Lake Trafford at the SW Florida Water Resources Conference. She
also completed an internship with a local sustainable farm. Nina plans to find a career that centers on sustainable
agriculture - transitioning from harmful food production practices to balanced, sustainable farming systems.

The Barry & Francine Litofsky Scholarship was established in memory of a
wonderful nature-loving couple. Francine was originally from Brooklyn, New
York, and studied chemistry at Barnard College. But her artistic and
environmental drive was always as strong as her scientific nature. She was well
known on Sanibel as a black-and-white nature and landscape photographer.
Her photographs are in numerous homes on Sanibel and in the J.N. “Ding”
Darling National Wildlife Refuge administration building along with a book of
her nature photographs that she published. Her love of nature started with shell
collecting on Sanibel, but she donated her entire scientifically indexed shell
collection to the Bailey-Mathews National Shell Museum to concentrate on
birding and photography. Francine loved being an active volunteer at the Refuge and sharing her love of nature
with others. Barry grew up in Brooklyn and has degrees in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science from New
York University, MIT, and the University of Pennsylvania, where got his PhD. He lived in New Jersey where he raised
his family and worked at AT&T Bell Laboratories for 35 years. Barry and Francine loved Sanibel. They had
vacationed on the island in a timeshare for decades and eventually decided to retire on the island. They adored
the J.N. "Ding" Darling National Wildlife Refuge, where Barry volunteered and worked for Tarpon Bay Explorers.

Blade Kalikow graduated from Community High School of Naples and has completed his first year at
Northeastern University studying Environmental Engineering. Blade has always enjoyed being outdoors in Nature
and found science has given him the tools to understand the world that surrounds us. During this year, he helped
design an innovative automatic watering device, which measures the water content of soil and waters plants
accordingly to minimize agricultural water waste. The American Society of Engineering Education will publish the
resulting report. Blade is also involved with Engineers Without Borders and Northeastern's Wildlife & Ecology
Club, and works as a research assistant studying coffee waste and potential ways to reuse it. His long-term goal
is to innovate renewable energy systems to combat climate change and make the world more sustainable,
allowing people to live longer and healthier lives.
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