
“Ding” Darling Wildlife Society, 

the non-profit Friends of  the 

Refuge organization, supports 

environmental education, services, 

and conservation at the J.N. 

“Ding” Darling National Wildlife 

Refuge Complex. Education and 

conservation efforts may extend 

beyond the complex’s borders. We 

partner in these efforts where 

possible with like-minded 

conservation organizations.  

SCHEDULE 

October 28 - December 7, 2016 
J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge  

Free Visitor & Education Center 
Sanibel Island, Florida 

dingdarlingsociety.org dingdarlingsociety.org 
239-472-1100 ext 233 

sarah@dingdarlingsociety.org 

Our world is water, and so are we. 
An essential component of life 

on our planet, water 
powers the environment’s 

engine, impacting 
climate and helping to 
shape and sculpt the 

landscape. Humans and 
animals rely on water for 
heath, hydration, food, and 

hygiene. 

But water’s impact is much more than 
biological. Water is an important element in 
every culture. We are attracted to water as a 

source of peace and contemplation. 

 
Water/Ways is part of Museum on Main 

Street, a collaboration between 
the Smithsonian Institute 
and the Florida Humanities 

Council, and was adapted 
from an exhibition 
organized by the 

American Museum of 
Natural History, New York. 

The “Ding” Darling Wildlife 
Society is honored to be one of 

only six locations in Florida to host 
this traveling exhibit. 



November 2 

Turtle: The 
Incredible 
Journey 

The documentary follows a 
loggerhead turtle’s incredible 
journey from a young hatchling 
emerging from her nest in the 
Florida sand to a 25-year-old adult 
returning to the same beach to 
nest her own young. 

November 9 

Plastic 
Paradise 

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch 
floats in the ocean, siphoning 
plastics from three continents 
while we continue our rabid 
plastic consumption.  

November 16 

End of the 
Line: Where 
Have All the 
Fish Gone? 

The devastating ecological impact 
of overfishing is causing globally 
declining fish populations, 
including the imminent extinction 
of the Bluefin Tuna. 

November 23 

National 
Geographic’s 
Can the Gulf 
Survive? 

It investigates what happened to 
BP’s 5 million barrels of oil that 
poured from the sea floor in one 
of the worst environmental 
disasters of all time. 
*Only 10 a.m. showing due to 
holiday closure 

November 30 

Chasing Ice 

Time-lapse cameras across the 
Arctic capture a multi-year record 
of the world’s changing glaciers 
and gather undeniable evidence 
of our changing planet. 

December 7 

Sharkwater 

As a result of irrational and 
unchecked human hunting, the 
world’s shark population has 
decreased an astonishing 90%. 
Can this prehistoric marine 
species be saved? 

October 28 

Author Ellen 
Prager 

This widely-known author has 
appeared on The Today Show, 
NBC News, Good Morning 
America, and more. She will deliver 
her popular Ocean Trivia Program 
that is fun for all ages. 

November 4 

Author 
Cynthia 
Barnett 

This popular lecturer returns for a 
program about her book Blue 
Revolution: Unmaking America’s 
Water Crisis. National Geographic 
called the book “elegant, 
inspirational, indispensable;” the 
Boston Globe named it among its 
Top 10 Science Books.  

November 18 

Photographer 
John Moran 

Moran’s lecture Our Water, Our 
Future pairs archival photos with 
contemporary views to create a 
then-and-now narrative of 
Florida’s waters—mindful that 
tomorrow’s Florida is being 
shaped by today’s choices.  

December 2 

Have We 
Missed the 
Boat? 

An interactive panel discussion of 
water quality in South Florida will 
include experts Mitch Hutchcraft, 
Cara Capp, Rae Ann Wessel, and 
Jerry Lorenz. 

October 29 

Marine Debris 
Timeline 

Take a look at some of the debris in 
our ecosystems, and learn how long 
it takes plastic to decompose. Meet 
Bagzilla, and recycle plastic bags to 
make  friendship bracelets from plarn 
(plastic yarn). 

November 5 
The Incredible 
Journey 

Take a journey through the water 
cycle as a droplet of water in this fast-
paced activity, and learn how 
pollution on Sanibel can affect the 
whole world. 

November 12 

Pollution 
Solution 

Take a walk around the Refuge's 
entrance area and identify sources of 
pollution. Learn how you can help 
prevent pollution from happening.  

November 19 

Food Web 
Frenzy 

Become a part of Southwest Florida's 
mangrove estuary ecosystem. In this 
activity, you'll learn how each part of 
the ecosystem is connected, and how 
each can be impacted by poor water 
quality.  

November 26 

Fishing Derby 
(at Sanibel 
Causeway) 

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. on 
the causeway, and ages 15 and under 
start fishing at 9 a.m. and finish at 11 
a.m. Awards ceremony is at 11:30. 
BYOP (Bring Your Own Pole!) 

December 3 

WaterVentures 
Learning Lab 

The 53-foot traveling science center 
features enriching and engaging 
activities that offer a hands-on look 
at Florida's diverse watersheds, water 
conservation, and recycling.  

Wednesdays: Film Festival 
10 a.m. & 1 p.m. in Auditorium A.  

Limited to the first 50 guests. 

Fridays: Soak-It-In Speaker Series 
1 p.m. in Auditorium A.  

Limited to the first 50 guests. 

Saturdays: H-2-GO Days 
10 a.m. in the Classroom. 

Activities and crafts fun for all ages!   

Every Saturday:  
 Go With the Flow interactive water table at 11 a.m. 
 10% off Tarpon Bay Explorers Nature & Sea Life Cruise 

at 11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. EXCEPT on November 26.  
   Visit tarponbayexplorers.com. 

Every Day in the Visitor & Education Center:  

 Splash into the Aqua Ranger Scavenger Hunt 
throughout the exhibit. 

 Explore the Engulfed Art Exhibit, provided by 
the Southwest Florida Fine Craft Guild. 

 Dive into South Florida’s water systems with 
photographer Mac Stone’s water-themed gallery. 


